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"General Orders No. 40," dated the 29th day of November, 1867.
Probably no more astonished and delighted people could be found than the people of Louisiana and Texas when the purport of that order came to be understood. They expected to have, what they had had before, a military dictator. They expected to be governed by "orders" instead of laws, and to live under a military despotism, instead of governing themselves by their own civil regulations.
General Hancock informed them that he took command in accordance with the orders he had received from the Headquarters of the Army, but that he did not propose to rule them by military orders at all. He congratulated the people of the South-West that peace and quiet reigned among them. To best preserve that state of things he proposed to let the civil authorities execute the civil laws. War he regarded as only necessary to destroy opposition to lawful authority; but when peace was established and when the civil authorities were ready and willing to perform their duties, the military power should cease to lead and the civil administration should resume its natural and rightful conditions. He declared himself solemnly impressed with the belief that the great principles of American liberty were the lawful inheritance of the whole people, and should forever continue to be. He declared that the right of trial by jury, habeas corpus, liberty of the press, freedom of speech, the natural rights of person and of property, should be preserved. He believed that free institutions, being essential to the prosperityn to the violent military rule of General Sheridan; and these, highly exaggerated in the reports of the partisan press, which was even then under a sort ofople," he  said,   "throughout    the
